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Along rivers in Bali, small groups of farmers meet regularly in water temples to manage their irrigation
systems. They have done so for a thousand years. Over the centuries, water temple networks have expanded
to manage the ecology of rice terraces at the scale of whole watersheds. Although each group focuses on its
own problems, a global solution nonetheless emerges that optimizes irrigation flows for everyone. Did
someone have to design Bali's water temple networks, or could they have emerged from a self-organizing
process?

Perfect Order--a groundbreaking work at the nexus of conservation, complexity theory, and anthropology--
describes a series of fieldwork projects triggered by this question, ranging from the archaeology of the water
temples to their ecological functions and their place in Balinese cosmology. Stephen Lansing shows that the
temple networks are fragile, vulnerable to the cross-currents produced by competition among male descent
groups. But the feminine rites of water temples mirror the farmers' awareness that when they act in unison,
small miracles of order occur regularly, as the jewel-like perfection of the rice terraces produces general
prosperity. Much of this is barely visible from within the horizons of Western social theory.

The fruit of a decade of multidisciplinary research, this absorbing book shows that even as researchers probe
the foundations of cooperation in the water temple networks, the very existence of the traditional farming
techniques they represent is threatened by large-scale development projects.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Warriner:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be Perfect Order: Recognizing Complexity in Bali (Princeton Studies in Complexity).

Kent Walker:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Perfect Order: Recognizing Complexity in
Bali (Princeton Studies in Complexity) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Barry Trusty:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book Perfect Order: Recognizing Complexity in Bali (Princeton Studies in Complexity).
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Herman Jenkins:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Perfect Order: Recognizing Complexity in Bali (Princeton Studies in Complexity) when
you required it?
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