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Whether as sublime landscape, malignant wilderness or site for environmental conflicts and eco-tourism,
tropical nature is to a great extent an American and European imaginative construct, conveyed in literature,
travel writing, drawings, paintings, photographs and diagrams. These images are central to Nancy Leys
Stepan's view that a critical examination of the ‘tropicalization of nature' can remedy some of the most
persistent misrepresentations of the tropics and its peoples.Picturing Tropical Nature reflects on the work of
several nineteenth- and twentieth-century scientists and artists, including Alexander von Humboldt, Alfred
Russel Wallace, Louis Agassiz, Sir Patrick Manson and Margaret Mee. Their careers illuminate several
aspects of tropicalization: science and art in the making of tropical pictures; the commercial and cultural
boom in things tropical in the modern period; photographic attempts to represent tropical hybrid races; anti-
tropicalism and its role in an emerging environmentalist sensibility; and visual depictions of disease in the
new tropical medicine. Essential to Stepan's analysis are the responses to European projections of artists,
scientists and intellectuals living in tropical regions. She examines the long-standing Brazilian fantasy of the
tropics as a racial democracy and offers an evaluation of the impact of tropical plants and European
conceptions of the jungle on the anti-mimetic, modernist aesthetics of the brilliant landscape designer
Roberto Burle Marx. Stepan's fascinating inquiry identifies the conflicts over meaning that have shaped the
emergence of the tropics, and in so doing questions the nature of representation itself.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

This Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually
with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Picturing
Tropical Nature (Picturing History) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Tom Tucker:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
guide. The book Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Karl Irwin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Picturing Tropical Nature
(Picturing History) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Edward Doucet:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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