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Dorianne Laux’s long-awaited third book of poetry follows her collection, What We Carry, a finalist for the
1994 National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry. In Smoke, Laux revisits familiar themes of family,
working class lives and the pleasures of the body in poetry that is vital and artfully crafted—poetry that "gets
hard in the face of aloofness," in the words of one reviewer. In Smoke, as in her previous work, Laux weaves
the warp and woof of ordinary lives into extraordinary and complex tapestries. In "The Shipfitter’s Wife," a
woman recalls her husband’s homecoming at the end of his work day:

Then I’d open his clothes and take
the whole day inside me—the ship’s
gray sides, the miles of copper pipe,
the voice of the foreman clanging
off the hull’s silver ribs. Spark of lead
kissing metal. The clamp, the winch,
the white fire of the torch, the whistle,
and the long drive home.
And in the title poem, Laux muses on her own guilty pleasures:
Who would want to give it up, the coal
a cat’s eye in the dark room, no one there
but you and your smoke, the window
cracked to street sounds, the distant cries
of living things. Alone, you are almost
safe . . .

With her keen ear and attentive eye, Dorianne Laux offers us a universe with which we are familiar, but
gives it to us fresh.

Dorianne Laux is the author of two previous collections of poetry from BOA Editions, Ltd., and is co-
author, with Kim Addonizio, of The Poet’s Companion: A Guide to the Joys of Writing Poetry (W.W.
Norton, 1997), chosen as an alternate selection by several bookclubs. Laux was the judge for the 2012 A.
Poulin, Jr. Poetry Contest, and is a tenured professor in the creative writing program at the University of
Oregon. Laux lives in Eugene, Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

Precisely why? Because this Smoke (American Poets Continuum) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ann Strickland:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Smoke (American Poets Continuum) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get before. The Smoke (American Poets Continuum) giving you another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kayla Congdon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Smoke (American Poets Continuum)
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can
pick Smoke (American Poets Continuum) become your personal starter.

Margaret Babin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Smoke (American Poets Continuum) this publication consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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