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Asthe AIDS crisis spread and gained momentum, Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish clergy in the United
States and the United Kingdom became involved in sometimes surprising ways. Using quantitative and
gualitative data from the early 1990s and from follow-up interviews conducted later in the decade, the
authors show that many clergy became involved in the pastoral care for and counseling of people stigmatized
by AIDS, including gay and bisexual men, despite expressions of antipathy from their denominations.
Sociological theories concerning clergy roles, social movements, social space, and social capital provide a
framework for analyzing the initial findings and the data from subsequent interviews. The study concludes
that this small but dedicated group of clergy who ministered to the needs of this suffering popul ation were
part of a social movement that addressed a community problem despite both obstacles and opposition.

Using data obtained from structured interviews and responses to questionnaires concerning clergy responses
to real and hypothetical situations involving people who are HIV-positive or who have AIDS, the authors
illustrate how clergy and organized religious groups confronted a new and acute fatal illness that was
initially associated with stigmatized behavior. They demonstrate that many clergy saw their roles as
advocates for these individuals and as providers of pastoral and spiritual care, in spite of the rhetoric of
conservative and fundamentalist clergy who condemned the victims as an example of the wrath of God
against gay and bisexual men. The study also shows that even those who were less actively engaged in AIDS
pastoral care and counseling demonstrated tolerance for those affected by it. Follow-up interviews indicate,
finaly, that as AIDS became more of a chronic illness, the social movement to provide religious and spiritual
care and counseling began to wane.
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From reader reviews:
Trisha Sherman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responsesto
Patients, Friends, and Families. Try to make the book The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses
to Patients, Friends, and Families as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, itisvery
fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Daniel Gordon:

This The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families are generaly
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Continuing Challenge
of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families can be among the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just ssmple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Continuing Challenge of
AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Jennifer Bell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Continuing
Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Familiesis asingle of several books in which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the
simpleway, so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Sylvia Alexander:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy



Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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