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A former welfare father from the ghetto of Detroit, Michael Eric Dyson istoday a critic, scholar, and
ordained Baptist minister who has forged a unique role: he is a compelling spokesman for the concerns of the
black community, and also aleader who has a genuine rapport with that community, particularly with urban
youth. In his essays, lectures, sermons, and books, he has emerged as one of the leading African-American
voices of our day.

Dyson's passion for contemporary black culture informs Between God and Gangsta' Rap, his latest foray into
the ongoing debate about African-American identity which embraces the hopes of the church and the cool
reality of hip-hop. Bringing together writings on music, religion, palitics, and identity, and offering a multi-
faceted view of black life, the book charts the progress of Dyson's own soul, from his rootsin the Detroit
ghetto, to his current status as a Baptist minister, professor, cultural critic, husband, and father. Dyson opens
with aletter to his brother, who is serving life in prison on amurder charge. This painful piece reveasa
violence in the author's own family that sets the tone for themes that will emerge throughout these writings:
violence on the black body and soul; the redemptive power of hope through school, church, and family;
sexuality as a source of anguish and of joy; and the struggle with entrenched white racism. There is a section
of wonderful profiles Dyson calls " Testimonials'--studies of black men, from O.J. Simpson to Marion Barry,
and from Baptist preacher Gardner Taylor to Michael Jordan and Sam Cooke. In " Obsessed with O.J.,"
Dyson offers an extremely personal and insightful series of reflections on the case. In "Lessons," Dyson
takes up the subjects of politics and racial identity. Newt Gingrich and moral panic, Quabiliah Shabazz,
Carol Moseley Braun, the NAACP, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X all figure in these insightful and
accessible pieces. And "Songs of Celebration” draws from Dyson's writings for the popular press such as
Rolling Sone and Vibe, and explores the joys and pitfalls of black expression, from the black vernacular
bible to gospel music, R & B, and hip-hop. Dyson concludes with an essay framed as aletter to his wife,
which offers a positive counterbalance to the opening address to his brother. The letter serves as atribute to
the redemptive powers of love, the black family, spirit, and change.

Arguing that the richness of black culture today can be found in the interstices--between god and gangsta
rap--Dyson charts the progress and pain of African Americans over the past decade, showing that brilliance
and beauty, pain and drudgery are components of this changing culture. As a compendium of his thinking
about contemporary culture Between God and Gangsta' Rap will find a wide audience among black and
white readers.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Fowler:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by itsinclude may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing
Witnessto Black Culture why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mark Jones:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine abook you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black Culture provide you with a
new experience in looking at a book.

Sally Norman:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black
Culture can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Susan Peter son:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing
Witnessto Black Culture or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher aswell as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Between God and Gangsta Rap: Bearing Witness to Black Cultureto
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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