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The first anthology of nature writing to include representative works from the worlds myriad cultures--
ancient and modern-- Encompassing Nature is a landmark work that will broaden the frame of reference
through which nature writing is understood.. Encompassing Nature is a comprehensive collection of widely
varied writings representing a host of the worlds cultures and their relation to nature. Tracing the
development of ideas and attitudes about the natural world from the earliest narratives through works of the
late 1700s, the anthology begins with childrens stories and tribal myths and contains generous selections
from the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia, Israel, India, China, and Japan. It ends in the eighteenth
century with Western writers, including Gilbert White, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and William Bartram. A
landmark work, Encompassing Nature will broaden the frame of reference through which nature writing is
understood. The first anthology of nature writing to include representative works from the worlds myriad
cultures--from the ancients through the Enlightenment-- Encompassing Nature is a landmark work that will
broaden the frame of reference through which nature writing is understood.Since ancient times, human
cultures have invented literary forms and traditions to express the mysteries and delights of living here on
this earth, creating works that reveal experiences and concepts of nature that differ from culture to culture,
epoch to epoch. Charting the history of these forms, Encompassing Nature opens deep wellsprings of
tradition to us, proving that nature writing as a literary genre predates the influences we associate with
Wordsworth and Thoreau. With broad vision and intellectual scope, Robert Torrance assembles a wealth of
texts--many of them canonical, many too long overlooked--in an encyclopedic anthology that will stand both
as an authoritative reference work and as an illuminating book of sheer joy. Encompassing Nature begins at
the beginning, with the hymns, myths, and songs of ancient civilizations: Sumerian hymns to the stormy love
goddess Inanna, the shamanistic Nine Songs of China, Hebrew psalms, and Homeric hymns to Demeter and
Pan. There are invocations of divinities, tales of the origin of the universe, tribal myths, childrens stories,
narratives of the travels and adventures of heroes, quiet poetic reveries, and songs of love, death, and
seasonal changeall of which bring the intertwined human and natural realms into poignant conjunction.
Through a host of historys civilizations, Torrance traces the development of ideas about the natural world,
with generous selections representing the cultures of Mesopotamia, Israel, India, China, Japan, Europe, and
America. The anthology concludes with writers in the Western tradition such as Gilbert White, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, and William Bartram--the historical moment where other anthologies of nature writing only begin.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

The book Encompassing Nature: A Sourcebook gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Encompassing Nature: A Sourcebook being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like open and read a publication Encompassing Nature: A Sourcebook. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Linda Gabriel:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name
Encompassing Nature: A Sourcebook suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled Encompassing Nature: A Sourcebookis the main one of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

David Blunt:

Encompassing Nature: A Sourcebook can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Encompassing Nature: A
Sourcebook nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Dolores Albert:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Encompassing Nature: A
Sourcebook is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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