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Britain's precipitous and ill-planned disengagement from India in 1947--condemned as a "shameful flight" by
Winston Churchill--had a truly catastrophic effect on South Asia, leaving hundreds of thousands of people
dead in its wake and creating a legacy of chaos, hatred, and war that has lasted over half a century.
Ranging from the fall of Singapore in 1942 to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948, Shameful Flight
provides a vivid behind-the-scenes look at Britain's decision to divest itself from the crown jewel of its
empire. Stanley Wolpert, a leading authority on Indian history, paints memorable portraits of all the key
participants, including Gandhi, Churchill, Attlee, Nehru, and Jinnah, with special focus on British viceroy,
Lord Louis Mountbatten. Wolpert places the blame for the catastrophe largely on Mountbatten, the
flamboyant cousin of the king, who rushed the process of nationhood along at an absurd pace. The viceroy's
worst blunder was the impetuous drawing of new border lines through the middle of Punjab and Bengal.
Virtually everyone involved advised Mountbatten that to partition those provinces was a calamitous mistake
that would unleash uncontrollable violence. Indeed, as Wolpert shows, civil unrest among Muslims, Hindus,
and Sikhs escalated as Independence Day approached, and when the new boundary lines were announced,
arson, murder, and mayhem erupted. Partition uprooted over ten million people, 500,000 to a million of
whom died in the ensuing inferno.
Here then is the dramatic story of a truly pivotal moment in the history of India, Pakistan, and Britain, an
event that ignited fires of continuing political unrest that still burn in South Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

The book Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Shameful
Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in
India. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Jean Gadson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Arthur Seaton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India can make you feel
more interested to read.

Carmela Randle:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
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