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Despite contemporary attempts to revive myth, this book argues that we are living in a world without myth
and looks at what this means for humankind.

In this provocative work, Sophia Heller challenges the assumption that we cannot be without myth, that myth
is necessary to vital, soulful living. Indeed, Heller argues, we have been living in a world without myth for a
long time. The Absence of Myth examines the loss of a religious mode of being-in-the-world and
demonstrates how theorists who insist on the presence of myth deny its historical end.

Absence of myth may seem obvious: evidenced by our lack of cult and ritual, and by our de-animated natural
world, as well as in the emergence of conceptual thought and psychological awareness, which could only
arise with the dissolution of a prereflective (mythic) mode of being-in-the-world. But what appears to be
straightforward becomes complicated when myth is intentionally conflated with thought and reflection,
usually in the attempt to cultivate a “mythic consciousness” that aims to restore meaning to life and assuage
the spiritual malaise of contemporary culture.

Myth cannot rest in peace. It must be continually unearthed, redefined, and recontextualized such that
modern and postmodern notions of myth are made to substitute for something that has never been
experienced, only imagined.

Sophia Heller is an independent scholar with a Ph.D. in Mythological Studies from Pacifica Graduate
Institute. She lives in Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carlson:

The book The Absence of Myth can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Absence of Myth? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Absence of Myth has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lionel Huggins:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
The Absence of Myth can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Deborah Walker:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to your account is The Absence of Myth this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Kelly Mays:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Absence of Myth can give you a lot
of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Absence of Myth.
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