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Rachel Carson's Silent Spring antagonized some of the most powerful interests in the nation--including the
farm block and the agricultural chemical industry--and helped launch the modern environmental movement.
In The Gentle Subversive, Mark Hamilton Lytle offers a compact biography of Carson, illuminating the road
that led to this vastly influential book.
Lytle explores the evolution of Carson's ideas about nature, her love for the sea, her career as a biologist, and
above all her emergence as a writer of extraordinary moral and ecological vision. We follow Carson from her
childhood on a farm outside Pittsburgh, where she first developed her love of nature (and where, at age
eleven, she published her first piece in a children's magazine), to her graduate work at Johns Hopkins and her
career with the Fish and Wildlife Service. Lytle describes the genesis of her first book, Under the Sea-Wind,
the incredible success of The Sea Around Us (a New York Times bestseller for over a year), and her
determination to risk her fame in order to write her "poison book": Silent Spring. The author contends that
despite Carson's demure, lady-like demeanor, she was subversive in her thinking and aggressive in her
campaign against pesticides. Carson became the spokeswoman for a network of conservationists, scientists,
women, and other concerned citizens who had come to fear the mounting dangers of the human assault on
nature. What makes this story particularly compelling is that Carson took up this cause at the very moment
when she herself faced a losing battle with cancer.
Succinct and engaging, The Gentle Subversive is a story of success, celebrity, controversy, and vindication. It
will inspire anyone interested in protecting the natural world or in women's struggle to find a voice in
society.
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From reader reviews:

William Jewell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring,
and the Rise of the Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Linda Carroll:

Why? Because this The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental
Movement (New Narratives in American History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Angela Rodriguez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent
Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History), you could
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mary Adam:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the
Environmental Movement (New Narratives in American History) this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made



some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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