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In 1860 farmers accounted for 60 percent of the American workforce; in 1910, 30.5 percent; by 1994, there
were too few to warrant a separate census category. The changes wrought by the decline of family farming
and the rise of industrial agribusiness typically have been viewed through historical, economic, and political
lenses. But as William Conlogue demonstrates, some of the most vital and incisive debates on the subject
have occurred in a site that is perhaps less obvious--literature.

Conlogue refutes the critical tendency to treat farm-centered texts as pastorals, arguing that such an approach
overlooks the diverse ways these works explore human relationships to the land. His readings of works by
Willa Cather, Ruth Comfort Mitchell, John Steinbeck, Luis Valdez, Ernest Gaines, Jane Smiley, Wendell
Berry, and others reveal that, through agricultural narratives, authors have addressed such wide-ranging
subjects as the impact of technology on people and land, changing gender roles, environmental destruction,
and the exploitation of migrant workers. In short, Conlogue offers fresh perspectives on how writers confront
issues whose site is the farm but whose impact reaches every corner of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Working the Garden: American Writers and the
Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture). Try to stumble through book Working the
Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) as your good
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Kyle Guthrie:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization
of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) as the daily resource information.

Claudine Currie:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Working the Garden: American
Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) is simple bringing you can read it
in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alice Weaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Working the Garden:
American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture).
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