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“Reading Hammer Head, like consuming Cheryl Strayed’s Wild, feels like a crucial education.”—Isabella
Biedenharn, Entertainment Weekly

Nina MacLaughlin spent her twenties working at a Boston newspaper, sitting behind a desk and staring at a
screen. Yearning for more tangible work, she applied for a job she saw on Craigslist—Carpenter’s Assistant:
Women strongly encouraged to apply—despite being a Classics major who couldn't tell a Phillips from a
flathead screwdriver. She got the job, and in Hammer Head she tells the rich and entertaining story of
becoming a carpenter.

Writing with infectious curiosity, MacLaughlin describes the joys and frustrations of making things by hand,
reveals the challenges of working as a woman in an occupation that is 99 percent male, and explains how
manual labor changed the way she sees the world. We meet her unflappable mentor, Mary, a petite but tough
carpenter-sage (“Be smarter than the tools!”), as well as wild demo dudes, foul-mouthed plumbers, grizzled
hardware store clerks, and the colorful clients whose homes she and Mary work in.

Whisking her readers from job to job—building a wall, remodeling a kitchen, gut-renovating a
house—MacLaughlin examines the history of the tools she uses and the virtues and varieties of wood.
Throughout, she draws on the wisdom of Ovid, Annie Dillard, Studs Terkel, and Mary Oliver to illuminate
her experience of work. And, in a deeply moving climax, MacLaughlin strikes out on her own for the first
time to build bookshelves for her own father.

Hammer Head is a passionate book full of sweat, swearing, bashed thumbs, and a deep sense of finding real
meaning in work and life.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Englund:

Here thing why this particular Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Hammer
Head: The Making of a Carpenter. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter in
e-book can be your substitute.

Susan Granger:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter can be fine
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Willie Grajeda:

The particular book Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter has a lot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this article book.

James Rouse:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter as well
as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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