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Angel was born in Arizona and is part of the in-crowd. She likes clubbing, dancing, and going to car shows.
Betzayra is from Mexico City and, despite polio-related disabilities, is the confident group leader of the
Mexican girls. Arturo is also from Mexico City; he dresses more fashionably than most other boys and is
taunted by the Chicanos. Evelyn was born in Arizona, but her mother was from Mexico and she hangs out
with Mexican kids because she thinks they’re nicer than Chicanos. How these and some two dozen other
young Latinas and Latinos interact forms the basis of a penetrating new study of identity formation among
Mexican-origin border youths, taking readers directly into their world to reveal the labyrinth they navigate to
shape their identities.

For Latina/o adolescents who already find life challenging, the borderland is a place that presents continual
affirmations of and contradictions about identity—questions of who is more Mexican than American or vice
versa. This book analyzes the construction of Mexicana/o and Chicana/o identities through a four-year
ethnographic study in a representative American high school. It reveals how identity politics impacts young
people’s forms of communication and the cultural spaces they occupy in the school setting. By showing how
identities are created and directly influenced by the complexities of geopolitics and sociocultural influences,
it stresses the largely unexplored divisions among youths whose identities are located along a wide
continuum of “Mexicanness.”

Through in-depth interviews and focus groups with both Mexicana/o and Chicana/o students, Cynthia
Bejarano explores such topics as the creation of distinct styles that reinforce differences between the two
groups; the use of language to further distinguish themselves from one another; and social stratification
perpetuated by internal colonialism and the “Othering” process. These and other issues are shown to
complicate how Latinas/os ethnically identify as Mexicanas/os or Chicanas/os and help explain how they get
to this point.

In contrast to research that views identity as a reflection of immigration or educational experiences, this
study embraces border theory to frame the complex and conflicted relations of adolescents as a result of their
identity-making processes. This intimate glimpse into their lives provides valuable information about the
diversity among youths and their constant efforts to create, define, and shape their identities according to
cultural and social structures.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Que Onda?: Urban Youth Culture and Border
Identity why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Caleb Jones:

This Que Onda?: Urban Youth Culture and Border Identity is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Que Onda?: Urban Youth Culture and Border Identity in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Gladys Jackson:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Que Onda?: Urban Youth
Culture and Border Identity is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Eulalia Perry:

Beside this specific Que Onda?: Urban Youth Culture and Border Identity in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Que Onda?: Urban Youth Culture and Border Identity because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it
from today!
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