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The cultural Cold War in Latin America was waged as a war of values--artistic freedom versus
communitarianism, Western values versus national cultures, the autonomy of art versus a commitment to
liberation struggles--and at a time when the prestige of literature had never been higher. The projects of the
historic avant-garde were revitalized by an anti-capitalist ethos and envisaged as the opposite of the
republican state. The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City charts the conflicting universals of this period, the
clash between avant-garde and political vanguard. This was also a twilight of literature at the threshold of the
great cultural revolution of the seventies and eighties, a revolution to which the Cold War indirectly
contributed. In the eighties, civil war and military rule, together with the rapid development of mass culture
and communication empires, changed the political and cultural map.

A long-awaited work by an eminent Latin Americanist widely read throughout the world, this book will
prove indispensable to anyone hoping to understand Latin American literature and society. Jean Franco
guides the reader across minefields of cultural debate and histories of highly polarized struggle. Focusing on
literary texts by García Marquez, Vargas Llosa, Roa Bastos, and Juan Carlos Onetti, conducting us through
this contested history with the authority of an eyewitness, Franco gives us an engaging overview as involving
as it is moving.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City
(Convergences: Inventories of the Present) to read.

Marlene Turner:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Decline and Fall of the
Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

John Householder:

This The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Decline and Fall of
the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Decline and Fall of the Lettered
City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Mildred Bostwick:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The
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