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As archaeologists peel away the jungle covering that has both obscured and preserved the ancient Maya
cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars have only a limited time to study and understand the
sites before the jungle, weather, and human encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency
underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn Tate's comprehensive catalog and
analysis of all the city's extant buildings and sculptures.

During a year of field work, Tate fully documented the appearance of the site as of 1987. For each sculpture
and building, she records its discovery, present location, condition, measurements, and astronomical
orientation and reconstructs its Long Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and
photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture of Yaxchilan.

More than mere documentation, however, the book explores the phenomenon of art within Maya society.
Tate establishes a general framework of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have
been shared by eighth-century Maya people. The process of making public art is considered in relation to
other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. This kind of analysis is new in Maya
studies and offers fresh insight into the function of these magnificent cities and the powerful role public art
and architecture play in establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and in developing
the personal and community identities of individuals.

Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Yaxchilan as a basis for examining the creation
of the city in the Late Classic period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and
workshops, thus aiding in dating several of the monuments. The significance of headdresses, backracks, and
other costume elements seen on monuments is tied to specific rituals and fashions, and influence from other
sites is traced. These analyses lead to a history of the design of the city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar
(A.D. 681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772).

In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and other Maya cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a
nexus of public art and social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

Here thing why this particular Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with
Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial
City in e-book can be your option.

Timothy Holeman:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City book is readable
by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Dorothy Payne:

Exactly why? Because this Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Haydee Todd:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City provide you with new experience in reading a



book.
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