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For thirty years, lawyers, pundits, professors, and politicians had said that section 293 of the Criminal Code
of Canada--the criminal prohibition of polygamy--was unconstitutional, a Victorian anachronism that, in a
modern rights-based democracy, deserved to be swept aside in the name of individual liberty and religious
freedom. Polygamy per se, it was argued, was harmless.

Beginning in 2009 in Vancouver, asmall team of lawyers from the federal and provincial governments,
along with a handful of allied public-interest groups, set out to prove the experts wrong and to show that
there were devastating harms that inevitably flowed from polygamy's "cruel arithmetic" harms to women and
children, to society at large, and even to the very foundation of democracy itself. The case against polygamy
would proceed for almost two years, and was laid out through forty-four days of trial and more than 100
witnesses. The evidence ranged from the testimony of pre-eminent academicsto stark and disturbing
confessions of polygamists testifying under the shield of anonymity. The eventual 357-page decision of the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia, based on (in his words) "the most comprehensive
judicial record on the subject ever produced,” defied all expectations and set the world of constitutional law
back onits heels.

Thisis aremarkable insider's story of a unique piece of litigation: the first trial-court "constitutional
reference” in Canadian history. Craig Jones, lead counsel for the Attorney General of British Columbia,
describes the argument he and his colleagues devel oped against polygamy, drawing from fields as diverse as
anthropology, history, economics, and evolutionary psychology. Y et it was ultimately the testimony of real
people that showed how the theoretical harms of polygamy's "crue arithmetic" played out upon its victims.

A Cruel Arithmetic describes how the author's own views evolved from scepticism to a committed belief in
the campaign against polygamy. This book is aso an invitation to Canadians across political, philosophical,
and religious spectrums to exercise their curiousity, approach the issue with an open mind, and follow along
as the evidence converges to its powerful and surprising conclusion.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Quinones:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Cruel Arithmetic: Inside the Case Against Polygamy.

Edna Davis:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
onroller coaster you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Cruel Arithmetic: Inside
the Case Against Polygamy, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to missit? What
kind of hang type isit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Billy Doyle:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromiit. Itis
referred to as of book A Cruel Arithmetic: Inside the Case Against Polygamy. Y ou can add your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

Shirley Bishop:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book A Cruel Arithmetic: Inside the Case
Against Polygamy to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the opinion about book and looking at especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go
through it. Beside that the reserve A Cruel Arithmetic: Inside the Case Against Polygamy can to be your
brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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