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Black Dragon River is a personal journey down one of Asia’s great rivers that reveals the region’s essential
history and culture. The world’s ninth largest river, the Amur serves as a large part of the border between
Russia and China. As a crossroads for the great empires of Asia, this area offers journalist Dominic Ziegler a
lens with which to examine the societies at Europe's only borderland with east Asia. He follows a journey
from the river's top to bottom, and weaves the history, ecology and peoples to show a region obsessed with
the past—and to show how this region holds a key to the complex and critical relationship between Russia
and China today.
 
One of Asia’s mightiest rivers, the Amur is also the most elusive. The terrain it crosses is legendarily
difficult to traverse. Near the river’s source, Ziegler travels on horseback from the Mongolian steppe into the
taiga, and later he is forced by the river’s impassability to take the Trans-Siberian Railway through the four-
hundred-mile valley of water meadows inland. As he voyages deeper into the Amur wilderness, Ziegler also
journeys into the history of the peoples and cultures the river’s path has transformed.
 
The known history of the river begins with Genghis Khan and the rise of the Mongolian empire a millennium
ago, and the story of the region has been one of aggression and conquest ever since. The modern history of
the river is the story of Russia's push across the Eurasian landmass to China. For China, the Amur is a
symbol of national humiliation and Western imperial land seizure; to Russia it is a symbol of national
regeneration, its New World dreams and eastern prospects. The quest to take the Amur was to be Russia’s
route to greatness, replacing an oppressive European identity with a vibrant one that faced the Pacific. Russia
launched a grab in 1854 and took from China a chunk of territory equal in size nearly to France and
Germany combined. Later, the region was the site for atrocities meted out on the Russian far east in the
twentieth century during the Russian civil war and under Stalin.
 
The long shared history on the Amur has conditioned the way China and Russia behave toward each
other—and toward the outside world. To understand Putin’s imperial dreams, we must comprehend Russia’s
relationship to its far east and how it still shapes the Russian mind. Not only is the Amur a key to Putinism,
its history is also embedded in an ongoing clash of empires with the West.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Jones:

This Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Black Dragon River: A
Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China can be among the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur
River Between Russia and China forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Sheila Davis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Black Dragon
River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China suitable to you? The book was written
by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River
Between Russia and Chinais the one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Glenda Rogers:

The book untitled Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Clyde King:

Beside this Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China in your phone,
it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia
and China because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you



seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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