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'But I must stop now. I can no longer speak for tears - and my client has ordered that tears are not to be used
in his defence.'

Cicero (106-43 BC) was the greatest orator of the ancient world: he dominated the Roman courts, usually
appearing for the defence. His speeches are masterpieces of persuasion: compellingly written, emotionally
powerful, and somtimes hilariously funny. This book presents five of his most famous defences: of Roscius,
falsely accused of murdering his father; of the consul-elect Murena, accused of electoral bribery; of the poet
Archias, on a citizenshiup charge; of Caelius, ex-lover of Clodia
Metelli, on charges of violence; and of Milo, for mudering Cicero's hated enemy Clodius. Cicero's clients
were rarely whiter-than-white; but so seductive is his oratory that the reader cannot help taking his side. In
these speeches we are plunged into some of the most exciting courtroom dramas of all
time.

These new translations preserve Cicero's literary artistry and emotional force, and achieve new standards of
accuracy. Each speech has its own introduction, and a general introduction discusses Cicero's public career
and the criminal courts. The substantial explanatory notes guide the reader through the speeches, and offer
new scholarship presented in a clear way.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Love:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Defence Speeches (Oxford World's Classics). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Defence Speeches (Oxford World's Classics). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Cindy Grant:

Typically the book Defence Speeches (Oxford World's Classics) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see,
this book very suitable to you. The book Defence Speeches (Oxford World's Classics) is much recommended
to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Brent Abramson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Defence Speeches (Oxford World's Classics) can be good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Bertha Underwood:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list is definitely Defence Speeches (Oxford World's Classics). This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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