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Ellen Steinberg’s Irma, painstakingly crafted out of Irma Rosenthal Frankenstein’s voluminous writings,
gives us an inspiring and richly rewarding account of the life and times of an active, socially engaged woman
who devoted herself to her family and her community over the course of a long and full life. Irma (1871-
1966) was born in Chicago—just before the Chicago Fire—of German Jewish parents who had come to the
U.S. shortly after the Civil War. Irma attended public schools and the University of Chicago, participated
energetically in Jewish women’s and social-welfare activities, raised her family, and published one poem and
a small book.

Irma’s journals and diaries were private accounts in which she chronicled the rhythm of her days and the
shape of her life. She recorded her thoughts and short quotations from her reading, jotted down her own
poems and short stories, constructed dinner-party menus, and wrote biographical sketches of her family.
Interspersed among the records of what she did when and with whom are a number of lengthy reflections on
Chicago history, her early life, religious beliefs, education, her aspirations, disappointments, sorrows, and
successes. She documented her family’s activities during the Chicago Fire, the city’s rebuilding, early
educational curricula in the city’s schools, what it was like to participate in the suffrage movement and vote
for the first time, the effect of the Great Depression on the middle class, and World War II as seen from her
perspective.

In each chapter, Ellen Steinberg has set Irma’s contemporary entries and later memoirs against the context of
the Chicago history that Irma knew so well. Irma’s story will fascinate those interested in diaries and
autobiography, women’s history, and Chicago history. From a plethora of rich source materials—including
over half a million words of Irma’s writings alone—Steinberg has created a seamless, fascinating narrative
about a Chicago woman who, although “nobody famous” (in her words), lived a vital life in a vibrant city.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Santiago:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966. Try to make the book
Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

William Barnett:

Often the book Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 will bring you to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Donald Corbett:

The book untitled Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Angel Martinez:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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