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The Berlin Wall was erected in 1961 to end all traffic between the city’ stwo halves: the democratic west and
the communist east. Theiconic symbol of adivided Europe, the Wall became afocus of western political
pressure on East Germany; as Ronald Reagan’ s famously said in a 1987 speech in Berlin, “Mr. Gorbachev,
tear down thiswall!” But as award-winning historian Mary Sarotte showsin [Title TK] , the opening of the
Wall on November 9, 1989 was not, asis commonly believed, the East German government’s deliberate
concession to outside influence. It was an accident. A carelessly worded memo written by mid-level
bureaucrats, a bumbling press conference given by an inept member of the East German Politburo, the
negligence of government leaders, the bravery of ordinary peoplein East and West Berlin—these combined
to bring about the end of nearly forty years of oppression, fear, and enmity in divided Berlin. When the news
broke, Washington and Moscow could only stand by and watch as Tom Brokaw and other journalists
narrated the televised broadcast of this critical moment in the thawing of the cold war.

Sarotte opens her story in the months leading up to that fateful day. Following East German dissidents, she
shows how their efforts coalesced around opposition to the regime’ s restrictions on foreign travel. The city of
Leipzig, close to the border with Czechoslovakia, became a hothouse of activism, and protests there quickly
grew into massive demonstrations. The East German Politburo hoped to limit its citizens' knowledge of
these marches, but two daring dissidents, East Berliners Aram Radomski and Siegbert Schefke, managed to
evade the Stasi and film the largest of them from a church tower. They then smuggled their tape to West
Germany; broadcast in both nations, the footage galvanized activists across East Germany, and precipitated
the stunning developments on November 9.

Facing mounting pressure from its own citizens, the East German Politburo planned to put off enacting any
meaningful changeto itstravel policy by issuing a deceptive ruling that would appear to offer more freedom,
but which in fact would allow the state to maintain strict control over its citizen’s movements. But the
bureaucrats tasked with preparing the “new” regulations misunderstood their task, and instead drafted a
declaration that said East Germans could freely leave the country. This declaration ended up in the hands of
regime spokesman Gunter Schabowski, who announced the rules at a press conference without
understanding their import. Stunned reporters were soon broadcasting the news around the world. Crowds of
East Germans began streaming to the Wall, prompting a showdown with border guards, who received no
support or direction from East German |leadership as the throngs multiplied. By 11:30, Harald Jéger, a
second-tier passport control officer, had had enough and finally opened the wall to the mob gathering outside
his gate. Even though East German forces successfully regained control by the morning, it was too late—for
the wall, for the regime, and for Communism in Eastern Europe.

Drawing on evidence from archives in multiple countries and languages, along with dozens of interviews

with key actors, including Harald Jager, [Title TK] isthe definitive account of the event that brought down
the East German Politburo and came to represent the final collapse of the Cold War order.
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From reader reviews:
Billie Luster:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book The Collapse: The Accidental Opening of the Berlin
Wall was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. Itis
rather advantages for you. The e-book The Collapse: The Accidental Opening of the Berlin Wall is not only
giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend
your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Collapse: The
Accidental Opening of the Berlin Wall. Y ou never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Doris Snell:

Reading a guide tendsto be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of themisthis The
Collapse: The Accidental Opening of the Berlin Wall.

Harry Baxter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Collapse: The
Accidental Opening of the Berlin Wall which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Peter Delaune:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Collapse: The Accidental Opening of the
Berlin Wall can give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et's have The Collapse: The Accidental
Opening of the Berlin Wall.
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