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In The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov, acclaimed journalist and author Peter Pringle recreates the extraordinary
life and tragic end of one of the great scientists of the twentieth century.

In adrama of love, revolution, and war that rivals Pasternak's Dr. Zhivago, Pringle tells the story of ayoung
Russian scientist, Nikolai Vavilov, who had a dream of ending hunger and famine in the world. Vavilov's
plan would use the emerging science of genetics to breed super plants that could grow anywhere, in any
climate, in sandy deserts and freezing tundra, in drought and flood. He would launch botanical expeditionsto
find these vanishing genes, overlooked by early farmersignorant of Mendel's laws of heredity. He called it a
"mission for all humanity."

To the leaders of the young Soviet state, Vavilov's dream fitted perfectly into their larger scheme for a
socialist utopia. Lenin supported the adventurous Vavilov, a handsome and seductive young professor, as he
became an Indiana Jones, hunting lost botanical treasures on five continents. In aformer tsarist palacein
what is now St. Petersburg, Vavilov built the world's first seed bank, a quarter of a million specimens, a
magnificent living museum of plant diversity that was the envy of scientists everywhere and remains so
today.

But when Lenin died in 1924 and Stalin took over, Vavilov's dream turned into a nightmare. This son of
science was from a bourgeois background, the class of society most despised and distrusted by the
Bolsheviks. The new cadres of comrade scientists taunted and insulted him, and Stalin's dreaded secret
police built up false charges of sabotage and espionage.

Stalin's collectivization of farmland caused chaosin Soviet food production, and millions died in widespread
famine. Vavilov's master plan for improving Soviet crops was designed to work over decades, not afew
years, and he could not meet Stalin's impossible demands for immediate results.

In Stalin's Terror of the 1930s, Russian geneticists were systematically repressed in favor of the peasant
horticulturalist Trofim Lysenko, with his fraudulent claims and speculative theories. Vavilov was the most
famous victim of this purge, which set back Russian biology by a generation and caused the country untold
harm. He was sentenced to death, but unlike Galileo, he refused to recant his beliefs and, in the most cruel
twist, this humanitarian pioneer scientist was starved to death in the gulag.

Pringle uses newly opened Soviet archives, including Vavilov's secret policefile, official correspondence,
vivid expedition reports, previously unpublished family letters and diaries, and the reminiscences of
eyewitnesses to bring us this intensely human story of a brilliant life cut short by anti-science demagogues,
ideology, censorship, and political expedience.
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From reader reviews:
Elisabeth M cBee:

Here thing why this specific The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the
Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the
Twentieth Century giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no guide that similar with The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of
One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyonewho is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The
Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century in e-book can be your
substitute.

Carlos Reese:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's
Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century, you may enjoy both. It isfine
combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Theresa Frost:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of
Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century or perhaps others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Murder of Nikolai
Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century to make
your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jean Cunningham:

As apupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make



summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the
Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century can make you experience more interested to read.
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