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For many immigrants, the move from Sicily to a New York tenement was accompanied by rapid, significant,
and often surprisingly satisfactory changes in a wide variety of social relationships. Many of these changes
can be traced to the influence of a changing housing environment.

From Sicily to Elizabeth Street analyzes the relationship of environment to social behavior. It revises our
understanding of the Italian-American family and challenges existing notions of the Italian immigrant
experience by comparing everyday family and social life in the agrotowns of Sicily to life in a tenement
neighborhood on New York's Lower East Side at the turn of the century.

Moving historical understanding beyond such labels as "uprooted" and "huddled masses," the book depicts
the immigrant experience from the perspective of the immigrants themselves. It begins with a uniquely
detailed description of the Sicilian backgrounds and moves on to recreate Elizabeth Street in lower
Manhattan, a neighborhood inhabited by some 8,200 Italians.

The author shows how the tightly knit conjugal family became less important in New York than in Sicily,
while a wider association of kin groups became crucial to community life. Immigrants, who were mostly
young people, began to rely more on their related peers for jobs and social activities and less on parents who
remained behind.

Interpreting their lives in America, immigrants abandoned some Sicilian ideals, while other customs, though
Sicilian in origin, assumed new and distinctive forms as this first generation initiated the process of
becoming Italian-American.
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From reader reviews:

David Nester:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social
Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny Series,
American Social History) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and
Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny
Series, American Social History) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social
Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny Series,
American Social History). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Bernadine Williams:

This From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930
(Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny Series, American Social History) are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this From Sicily to Elizabeth
Street: Housing and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social
History) (Suny Series, American Social History) can be one of several great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing
and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny
Series, American Social History) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michelle Han:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social Change Among Italian
Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny Series, American Social History)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.



Federico Hayward:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This From Sicily to Elizabeth Street:
Housing and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History)
(Suny Series, American Social History) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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