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In 1891 Benjamin Harrison, the first president engaged in conservation, had to have this new area of public
policy explained to him by members of the Boone and Crockett Club. This didn't take long, as he was only
asked to sign a few papers setting aside federal timberland. But from such small moments great social
movements grow, and the course of natural resource protection policy through 22 presidents has altered
Americans' relationship to the natural world in then almost unimaginable ways. Presidents and the American
Environment charts this course. Exploring the ways in which every president from Harrison to Obama has
engaged the expanding agenda of the Nature protection impulse, the book offers a clear, close-up view of the
shifting and nation shaping mosaic of both "green" and "brown" policy directions over more than a century.

While the history of conservation generally focuses on the work of intellectuals such as Muir, Leopold, and
Carson, such efforts could only succeed or fail on a large scale with the involvement of the government, and
it is this side of the story that Presidents and the American Environment tells. On the one hand, we find a
ready environmental engagement, as in Theodore Roosevelt's establishment of Pelican Island bird refuge
upon being informed that the Constitution did not explicitly forbid it. On the other hand, we have leaders like
Calvin Coolidge, playing hide-and-seek games in the Oval Office while ignoring reports of coastal industrial
pollution. The book moves from early cautious sponsors of the idea of preserving public lands to crusaders
like Theodore Roosevelt, from the environmental implications of the New Deal to the politics of pollution in
the boom times of the forties and fifties, from the emergence of "environmentalism" to recent presidential
detractors of the cause.

From Harrison's act, which established the American system of National Forests, to Barack Obama's efforts
on curbing climate change, presidents have mattered as they resisted or used the ever-changing tools and
objectives of environmentalism. In fact, with a near even split between "browns" and "greens" over those 22
administrations, the role of president has often been decisive. How, and how much, distinguished historian
Otis L. Graham, Jr., describes in in full for the first time, in this important contribution to American
environmental history.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Presidents and the American Environment will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Allie Littlefield:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Presidents and the American Environment book is readable by simply you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with
Presidents and the American Environment content conveys objective easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Presidents and the American Environment is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Rosario Jones:

The book untitled Presidents and the American Environment contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take
you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Christopher Pruett:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Presidents and the American
Environment can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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