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With an update by the author for the 2012 election.
 
A veteran newsman who has presided over eleven presidential and vice-presidential debates, Jim Lehrer
gives readers a ringside seat for some of the epic political battles of our time, shedding light on all of the
critical turning points and rhetorical faux pas that helped determine the outcome of America’s presidential
elections. Drawing on his own experiences as “the man in the middle seat,” in-depth interviews with the
candidates and his fellow moderators, and transcripts of key exchanges, Lehrer illuminates what he calls the
“Major Moments” and “killer questions” that defined the debates, from Kennedy-Nixon to Obama-McCain.
In this paperback edition, he also offers his expert analysis of the 2012 Republican primary debates.
 
Asked to sum up his experience as a participant in high-level televised debates, President George H. W.
Bush memorably likened them to an evening in “tension city.” In Jim Lehrer’s absorbing account, we find
out that truer words were never spoken.
 
“A brisk and engaging memoir.”—The Washington Post
 
“Enthralling . . . remarkable . . . a wonderful political memoir.”—Bookreporter
 
“A really good read . . . [There is] no debating quality of Jim Lehrer’s book.”—Associated Press
 
“Jim Lehrer is a national monument, and this riveting book shows how he became America’s
moderator.”—Michael Beschloss, author of Presidential Courage
 
“A political junkie’s backstage pass.”—The Capital Times
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

The ability that you get from Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates is a more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this specific Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates
instantly.

Oliver Crites:

The actual book Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Corinne Parsons:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates will give you new experience in reading a book.

Penny Laughlin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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