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"This moving account of a key figure in American history contributes greatly to our understanding of the
past. It also informs our vision of the servant leader needed to guide the 1990s movement."—Marian Wright
Edelman, President, Children's Defense Fund "First-rate intellectual and political history, this study explores
the relations between the practical objectives of SNCC and its moral and cultural goals."—Irwin Unger,
Author of These United States and Postwar America "Robert Moses emerges from these pages as that rare
modern hero, the man whose life enacts his principles, the rebel who steadfastly refuses to be victim or
executioner and who mistrusts even his own leadership out of commitment to cultivating the strength, self-
reliance, and solidarity of those with and for whom he is working. Eric Burner's engrossing account of
Robert Moses's legendary career brings alive the everyday realities of the Civil Rights Movement, especially
the gruelling campaign for voter registration and political organization in Mississippi."—Elizabeth Fox-
Genovese, Eleonore Raoul Professor of the Humanities, Emory University, author of Within the Plantation
Household: Black and White Women of the Old South Next to Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X, Bob
Moses was arguably one of the most influential and respected leaders of the civil rights movement. Quiet and
intensely private, Moses quickly became legendary as a man whose conduct exemplified leadership by
example. He once resigned as head of the Council of Federated Organizations because "my position there
was too strong, too central." Despite his centrality to the most important social movement in modern
American history, Moses' life and the philosophy on which it is based have only been given cursory
treatment and have never been the subject of a book-length biography. Biography is, by its very nature, a
complicated act of recovery, even more so when the life under scrutiny deliberately avoids such attention.
Eric Burner therefore sets out here not to reveal the "secret" Bob Moses, but to examine his moral
philosophy and his political and ideological evolution, to provide a picture of the public person. In essence,
his book provides a primer on a figure who spoke by silence and led through example. Moses spent almost
three years in Mississippi trying to awaken the state's black citizens to their moral and legal rights before the
fateful summer of 1964 would thrust him and the Freedom Summer movement into the national spotlight.
We follow him through the civil rights years — his intensive, fearless tradition of community organizing, his
involvements with SNCC and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, and his negotiations with the
Department of Justice —as Burner chronicles both Moses' political activity and his intellectual development,
revealing the strong influence of French philosopher Albert Camus on his life and work. Moses' life is
marked by the conflict between morality and politics, between purity and pragmatism, which ultimately left
him disillusioned with a traditional Left that could talk only of coalitions and leaders from the top. Pursued
by the Vietnam draft board for a war which he opposed, Moses fled to Canada in 1966 before departing for
Africa in 1969 to spend the next decade teaching in Tanzania. Returning in 1977 under President Carter's
amnesty program, he was awarded a five-year MacArthur genius grant in 1982 to establish and develop an
innovative program to teach math to Boston's inner-city youth called the Algebra Project. The success of the
program, which Moses has referred to as our version of Civil Rights 1992, has landed him on the cover of
The New York Times Magazineemphasizing the new, central dimension that math and computer literacy
lends to the pursuit of equal rights. And Gently He Shall Lead Them is the story of a remarkable man, an
elusive hero of the civil rights movement whose flight from adulation has only...
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From reader reviews:

Maria Jennings:

The book And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book And Gently He Shall Lead
Them: Robert Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Paul Blecha:

This book untitled And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide
from your list.

Tracey Cook:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi.

Rodney Natale:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert
Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the publication And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert Parris Moses and
Civil Rights in Mississippi can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of that time.
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