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Vast social change has occurred in the Middle East since the oil boom of the mid-1970s. As the first
anthropological study of an urban community in Saudi Arabia since that oil boom, Arabian Oasis City is also
the first to document those changes.

Based on extensive interviews and participant observation with both men and women, the authors record and
analyze the transformation that has occurred in this ancient oasis city throughout the twentieth century: the
creation of the present Saudi Arabian state and of a new national economy based on the export of oil and the
economic boom brought about by the dramatic increases in the price of oil following the October 1973 Arab-
Israeli War. In addition, the authors reveal the changes brought about by the fall in the price of oil beginning
in 1982 and analyze the problems confronting ‘Unayzah in its aftermath.

By demonstrating that the area was not exclusively dominated by tribalism and Bedouin nomads, this
empirical case study destroys stereotypical views about Saudi Arabia. Indeed, it proves the existence—prior
to the coming of the modern Saudi Arabian state— of surplus agricultural and craft production and the full
development of local, regional, and long-distance trade networks. It shows that women, although veiled,
played active roles in work outside the household. The social impact of change over the years is, however,
profound—especially the gradual replacement of the extended family by the nuclear family, changing
patterns of husband-wife relationships, the impact of self-earned income on the status of women, and the
emergence of a new middle class of employees and entrepreneurs. Because of the high degree of gender
segregation in this area of research, Altorki and Cole give us a fortunate collaboration between a Saudi
Arabian female scholar and an American male scholar experienced in research in the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Arabian Oasis City: The
Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback)). All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Floretta Simmons:

This book untitled Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback))
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from
your list.

James Smith:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Robert Mangino:

This Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) is new way for
you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Arabian Oasis
City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the



item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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