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The story of Noah's flood is one of the best-loved and most often retold biblical tales, the inspiration for
numerous children's books and toys, novels, and even films. Whether as allusion, archetype, or literal
presence--the American landscape is peppered with "recreations" of the ark--the story of Noah's animals and
the ark resonates throughout American culture and the world.

While most think of Noah's ark as a dramatic myth, others are consumed by the quest for geological and
archeological proof that the flood really occurred. Persistent rumors of a large vessel on the mountain of
Ararat in Turkey, for instance, have led many pilgrims and explorers over the centuries to visit that fabled
peak. Recent finds suggest that there may have been a catastrophic flood on the shores of the Black Sea some
7,600 years ago. Is this then the reality behind the ancient tale of Noah? More to the point, why does it
matter?

What does the story of the Flood mean to us and why does it so stir the collective imagination? When the
Great Abyss Opened examines the history of our attempts to understand the Flood, from medieval Jewish
and Christian speculation about the physical details of the ark to contemporary efforts to link it to scientific
findings. Unraveling the mythical dimensions of the parallel Mesopotamian flood stories and their deeper
social and psychological significance, J. David Pleins also considers the story's positive uses in theology and
moral instruction. Noah's tale, however, has also been invoked as a means of justifying exclusion, racism,
and anti-homosexual views. Pro-slavery advocates, for example, used the story of Noah's Curse on Ham's
son Canaan to rationalize the enslavement of Africans.

Throughout this expansive and lively book, Pleins sheds new light on our continuing attempts to understand
this ancient primal myth. Noah's Flood, he contends, offers a unique case study that illuminates the timeless
and timely question of how fact and faith relate.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The When the
Great Abyss Opened: Classic and Contemporary Readings of Noah's Flood is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Rocio Linville:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This When the Great Abyss Opened:
Classic and Contemporary Readings of Noah's Flood is simple to develop you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dane People:

Beside this specific When the Great Abyss Opened: Classic and Contemporary Readings of Noah's Flood in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have When the Great Abyss Opened: Classic and
Contemporary Readings of Noah's Flood because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Brian Robinson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book When the Great Abyss Opened: Classic and
Contemporary Readings of Noah's Flood was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book When the Great Abyss Opened: Classic and Contemporary Readings of Noah's Flood has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.
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