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Karagiozis?a form of comic folk drama employing stock puppet figures?was immensely popular in Greece
until recent years, when newer forms of entertainment have virtually eclipsed it. Derived from ancient
Byzantine and Greek sources, it takes its name from the principal puppet character, the clever, humpbacked
fool-hero Karagiozis, who appears in many guises, surrounded by a cast of folk caricatures from all walks of
life.

Kostas and Linda Myrsiades present here a tripartite view of Karagiozis: a translation of a typical text taken
directly from a live performance; interviews with one of the last master Karagiozis puppeteers; and an
analysis of the place of this indigenous genre in Greek life and culture. The first part of the book examines
critical issues concerning the context of Karagiozis performance: its place as an expression of an unofficial
social world, as a gender statement that reveals the split vision of its culture, as an expression of a pluralistic
society, and as an indigenous event shaped by economic, geographic, political, and social forces.

The second portion offers insights from interviews with Giorgos Haridimos, until his retirement Greece's
preemi-nent Karagiozis player, and a translation of his classic text "Karagiozis Baker" reflecting an actual
performance by Haridimos. Through novel verbal and typographic devices, Kostas Myrsiades succeeds in
preserving the full flavor of his oral source?its rhythms and intonations, its linguistic nuances, and even
audience reactions?to convey the actual experience of the theatergoer. This unique translation thus
establishes a model for collecting and disseminating oral theatrical tradition.

Folklorists, cultural historians, and students of theater will appreciate this introduction to an ancient but little
known folkloric form.
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From reader reviews:

Guy Gregory:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Karagiozis: Culture and
Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Charles Ginter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Karagiozis:
Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Thomas Obrien:

The e-book untitled Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in
Greek Puppet Theater from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Alexander Goodman:

Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater although doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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