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Amid the disintegration of the Kingdom of Italy in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, a new form of
collective government—the commune—arose in the cities of northern and central Italy. Sleepwalking into a
New World takes a bold new look at how these autonomous city-states came about, and fundamentally alters
our understanding of one of the most important political and cultural innovations of the medieval world.

Chris Wickham provides richly textured portraits of three cities—Milan, Pisa, and Rome—and sets them
against a vibrant backcloth of other towns. He argues that, in all but a few cases, the elites of these cities and
towns developed one of the first nonmonarchical forms of government in medieval Europe, unaware that
they were creating something altogether new. Wickham makes clear that the Italian city commune was by no
means a democracy in the modern sense, but that it was so novel that outsiders did not know what to make of
it. He describes how, as the old order unraveled, the communes emerged, governed by consular elites
"chosen by the people," and subject to neither emperor nor king. They regularly fought each other, yet they
grew organized and confident enough to ally together to defeat Frederick Barbarossa, the German emperor,
at the Battle of Legnano in 1176.

Sleepwalking into a New World reveals how the development of the autonomous city-state took place, which
would in the end make possible the robust civic culture of the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Thompson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The
Lawrence Stone Lectures) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Barbara Simon:

This Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century
(The Lawrence Stone Lectures) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the
Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) can be among the great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Sleepwalking into a New World: The
Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David Reed:

Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The
Lawrence Stone Lectures) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Sleepwalking into a New World: The
Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) however
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Donald Thomas:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will



see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century
(The Lawrence Stone Lectures) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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