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This spirited analysis--and defense--of American liberalism demonstrates the complex and rich traditions of
political, economic, and social discourse that have informed American democratic culture from the
seventeenth century to the present. The Virtues of Liberalism provides a convincing response to critics both
right and left. Against conservatives outside the academy who oppose liberalism because they equate it with
license, James T. Kloppenberg uncovers ample evidence of American republicans' and liberal democrats'
commitments to ethical and religious ideals and their awareness of the difficult choices involved in
promoting virtue in a culturally diverse nation. Against radical academic critics who reject liberalism
because they equate it with Enlightenment reason and individual property holding, Kloppenberg shows the
historical roots of American liberals' dual commitments to diversity, manifested in institutions designed to
facilitate deliberative democracy, and to government regulations of property and market exchange in
accordance with the public good.

In contrast to prevailing tendencies to simplify and distort American liberalism, Kloppenberg shows how the
multifaceted virtues of liberalism have inspired theorists and reformers from Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison through Jane Addams and John Dewey to Martin Luther King, Jr., and then explains how these
virtues persist in the work of some liberal democrats today. Endorsing the efforts of such neo-progressive
and communitarian theorists and journalists as Michael Walzer, Jane Mansbridge, Michael Sandel, and E. J.
Dionne, Kloppenberg also offers a more acute analysis of the historical development of American liberalism
and of the complex reasons why it has been transformed and made more vulnerable in recent decades.

An intelligent, coherent, and persuasive canvas that stretches from the Enlightenment to the American
Revolution, from Tocqueville's observations to the New Deal's social programs, and from the right to
worship freely to the idea of ethical responsibility, this book is a valuable contribution to historical
scholarship and to contemporary political and cultural debates.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

The book The Virtues of Liberalism can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Virtues of
Liberalism? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Virtues of
Liberalism has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Staci Eager:

This The Virtues of Liberalism is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Virtues of
Liberalism in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

James Yancey:

This The Virtues of Liberalism is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Virtues of Liberalism can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Martin Dowling:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Virtues of Liberalism.
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