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This unique book celebrates along-term, interracial relationship and details the everyday struggles of a
surviving partner trying to carry on in aradically changed world.

A Season of Grief chronicles the author's emotional descent after the violent death of his partner of 21 years.
Bill Valentine's journal of fear, anger, denial, and loneliness captures the glimmers of hope, moments of
serendipity, and mysterious coincidences that emerged from his full-time devotion to grief following the
death of Joe Lopes. Lopes died along with 264 others when American Airlines Flight 587 crashed in
November 2001 in route to the Dominican Republic. It was the second deadliest accident in U.S. aviation
history.

Heisaword always on my lipsas| try to work himinto a conversation. Heisa memory that | strive to keep
alive. So yes, in this sense, heisnot gone. But in reality, heis. Heis gone as my lover. Heis gone as my life
partner. He is gone as my soul mate, the only person to whom | periodically bared my soul. He is gone as my
best friend, the only person to whom | ever attached that label. So pardon me while | still hang on to the
notion that he is not here with me. Pardon me while | cling stubbornly to the insistence that he is gone.

Vaentine's candid and thoughtful account of his heartbreaking efforts to make sense of his partner's
death—and survive in aworld without him—is by turns, funny, frightening, sobering, and surprising. In the
nine months following the tragedy of Flight 587, Vaentine finds every waking moment of hislife affected
by his partner's absence—from mundane household chores to major life decisions. A Season of Grief isa
story told in darkness and light, of hurt and healing, love and loneliness, but mostly, of a man who learns to
live with his partner's absence through the persistent, surprising evidence of his presence.

Our job on earthisto live with uncertainty, ambiguity, and hope. We are given a limited tool set but one, in
my opinion, that's sufficient for the job. Sufficient to allow us to be engaged in life-to love, grieve, work, play,
celebrate, and despair. We have a remarkable ability to rebound and grow. We have been granted the
capacity for wonder and laughter—especially at ourselves. These last two gifts were bestowed generously on
Joe and he, in turn, taught me how vital they are.

Making a strong case for gay marriage, A Season of Grief chronicles Valentine's struggles to be recognized
as a surviving spouse, including a historic lawsuit with Lambda Legal Defense and Education fund against
the New Y ork State Workers Compensation Board. Vaentine and L opes took every conceivable step to
formalize their relationship, including New Y ork City Domestic Partnership, but the Workers Compensation
Board and a New Y ork State appeals court refused to recognize Vaentine as alegal surviving spouse.

Grief doesn't come with a set of instructions. But A Season of Grief can help guide you through the lonely

journey that follows the death of aloved one. Valentine's memoir is a testament to the healing power of
reality and the enduring nature of love.
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From reader reviews:
Gail Rodriguez:

This A Season of Grief (Southern Tier Editions) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this A Season of Grief (Southern Tier Editions) can be one of many
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
amost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Season of
Grief (Southern Tier Editions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vacabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So, let's haveit and
enjoy reading.

Barry Upshaw:

A Season of Grief (Southern Tier Editions) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Season of Grief (Southern Tier Editions)
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. Thisgreat information can easily drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial thinking.

Catherine Rubio:

The book untitled A Season of Grief (Southern Tier Editions) contain alot of information on the item. The
writer explains her ideawith easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new era of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

John Coffin:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and A Season of Grief (Southern Tier
Editions) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes A Season of Grief (Southern Tier Editions) to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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