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"This is a work of recuperation, but it is also a work of real resonance in the context of today's postmodern
philosophical and literary preoccupations. Bini has made a relatively unknown but no less significant figure
of early twentieth-century Mitteleuropean culture live again in a rigorous, impassioned, and, in its own way,
courageous piece of work."--Rebecca West, University of Chicago
At the turn of the century, Carlo Michelstaedter (1887-1910) flashed through the night sky of Mitteleuropa.
In this first book-length study in English of the Italian cultural figure, Daniela Bini compares her subject to a
meteor, a shooting star who dazzled the world briefly with his philosophy, poetry, and painting, then shot
himself at the age of twenty-three.
   Michelstaedter was born to a cultured Jewish family in the city of Gorizia, then part of the Austro-
Hungarian empire where Italian was spoken. After completing high school he moved to Florence to study art
and there met and tutored the Russian divorcée Nadia Baraden. Her suicide in 1907 marked the onset of the
severe depression that plagued him the last three years of his life.
   During that time, however, he produced a body of work that anticipates existentialism in philosophy and
expressionism in art; his analysis and criticism of language establish him as a forerunner of Blanchot,
Bataille, and Derrida. In the frenetic intellectual and artistic activity of those years, Michelstaedter repudiated
the compartmentalization of all knowledge from philosophy to science. He completed his dissertation, a
powerful piece of rhetoric arguing against rhetoric, on the day he committed suicide.
   Bini traces the trail of Michelstaedter's star, claiming that he sheds light on the twentieth century precisely
because he found philosophical discourse inadequate. Based on close readings of his papers, poetry, and
letters, and on a detailed analysis of his pencil and chalk drawings, she portrays him as the emblematic figure
of the turn of the century, tragically frustrated in his attempts to grasp the essence of life and a mode to
express it.
Daniela Bini is assistant professor of Italian at the University of Texas in Austin. She is the coauthor of
Italiano in diretta: An Introductory Course and Vivere all'italiana: An Italian Reader, and the author of
Fragrance from the Desert: Poetry and Philosophy in Giacomo Leopardi.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

The book Carlo Michelstaedter and the Failure of Language make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Carlo
Michelstaedter and the Failure of Language for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Carlo Michelstaedter and the Failure of Language. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
e-book?

Joel Faulkner:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Carlo Michelstaedter and the Failure of
Language to read.

Andria Miguel:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Carlo
Michelstaedter and the Failure of Language.

Justin Davis:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Carlo Michelstaedter and the Failure of Language we can consider more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Carlo
Michelstaedter and the Failure of Language. You can more appealing than now.
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