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      "I had crossed all the lines they you say you can never cross without being destroyed, and here I
was, alive and strong."
   

   In the grand tradition of Moll Flanders and Vanity Fair, this is the story of a good girl who became a bad
woman. At the old homestead her name is never spoken and her picture is turned to the wall, but in the vast
world beyond everyone remembers her as the celebrated madam of the finest parlor house in San
Francisco. Now, at the end of her life, after half a century of successfully hiding the details of her scarlet
past, Belle has decided to reveal all her secrets.
         
  In 1838, Arabella Godwin and her beloved younger brother, Lewis, are orphaned and shipped away from
their home in New York City to live on their aunt's desolate farm upstate. The comforts she has always
known are replaced with grueling work and a pair of cunning enemies in her cousins Agnes and Matthew.
Amid this bleak existence, there emerges light in the form of a local boy, Jeptha Talbot.  He is everything
good that Arabella craves. His love saves her and becomes an obsession that will last her whole life.   
           
Time and again she will be broken and remade. She will bear a gambler’s child, build a fortune, commit
murder, leave a trail of aliases in her wake and sacrifice almost everything—though perhaps not enough--for
the man whose love she cannot bear to lose.  At last her destiny will take her to Gold Rush California, to
riches and power.
           
 Until the day she mysteriously disappears.
           
 Told with unflagging wit and verve, Belle Cora brings to life a turbulent era and an untamed America on the
cusp of greatness. Its heroine is a woman in conflict with her time, who nevertheless epitomizes it with her
fighting spirit, her gift for self-invention, and her determination to chart her own fate.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Belle Cora: A Novel. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Belle Cora: A
Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Stan Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Belle Cora: A Novel is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Travis Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Belle Cora: A Novel, you are able
to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Bobbie Freeman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Belle Cora: A Novel will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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