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Challenging notions of race and sexuality presumed to have originated and flourished in the slave South,
Diane Miller Sommerville traces the evolution of white southerners fears of black rape by examining actual
cases of black-on-white rape throughout the nineteenth century.

Sommerville demonstrates that despite draconian statutes, accused black rapists frequently avoided
execution or castration, largely due to intervention by members of the white community. This leniency belies
claims that antebellum white southerners were overcome with anxiety about black rape. In fact, Sommerville
argues, there was great fluidity across racial and sexual lines as well as a greater tolerance among whites for
intimacy between black males and white females. According to Sommerville, pervasive misogyny fused with
class prejudices to shape white responses to accusations of black rape even during the Civil War and
Reconstruction periods, atestament to the staying power of ideas about poor women's innate depravity.

Based predominantly on court records and supporting legal documentation, Sommerville€'s examination
forces areassessment of long-held assumptions about the South and race relations as she remaps the social
and racial terrain on which southerners--black and white, rich and poor--related to one another over the long
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:
Scott Ridgway:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South as
your daily resource information.

Donovan Pena:

The particular book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out theideais very unigue. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very ideal to you. The book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Diane Numbers:

Y ou can obtain this Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
eralike now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Sher ee Gonzalez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South when you essential it?
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