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Veteran journalist Andrew Lawler delivers a “fascinating and delightful…globetrotting tour” (Wall Street
Journal) with the animal that has been most crucial to the spread of civilization—the chicken.

In a masterful combination of historical sleuthing and journalistic adventure, veteran reporter Andrew
Lawler “opens a window on civilization, evolution, capitalism, and ethics” (New York) with a fascinating
account of the most successful of all cross-species relationships—the partnership between human and
chicken. This “splendid book full of obsessive travel and research in history” (Kirkus Reviews) explores how
people through the ages embraced the chicken as a messenger of the gods, an all-purpose medicine, an
emblem of resurrection, a powerful sex symbol, a gambling aid, a handy research tool, an inspiration for
bravery, the epitome of evil, and, of course, the star of the world’s most famous joke.

Queen Victoria was obsessed with the chicken. Socrates’s last words embraced it. Charles Darwin and Louis
Pasteur used it for scientific breakthroughs. Religious leaders of all stripes have praised it. Now
neuroscientists are uncovering signs of a deep intelligence that offers insights into human behavior.

Trekking from the jungles of southeast Asia through the Middle East and beyond, Lawler discovers the
secrets behind the fowl’s transformation from a shy, wild bird into an animal of astonishing versatility,
capable of serving our species’ changing needs more than the horse, cow, or dog. The natural history of the
chicken, and its role in entertainment, food history, and food politics, as well as the debate raging over
animal welfare, comes to light in this “witty, conversational” (Booklist) volume.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization,
you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a guide.

David Betancourt:

The guide untitled Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers
Civilization is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Steve Franklin:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?:
The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Janet Thaxton:

You can get this Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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